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Adopt-A-Highway program celebrates 25 years 

While you probably don’t find silver along the highways, the Adopt-A-Highway 

program in Kansas is celebrating a silver anniversary as it began in the state 25 years 

ago. Since spring 1990, thousands of groups have participated and a number of the 

original groups are still active today.  

Trinity Lutheran Church is one of the original groups, and when they started, 

members collected 40 bags of trash at a time on their section along U.S. 50 east of 

Garden City, said Youth Director Leland Jackson. Now, they get only 15 bags.  

When you see sections of highways that are adopted, you can see that people 

are taking care of their areas, he said.  

“It gives ownership to our citizens that they can do something for their 

community,” Jackson said.  

 Kansas Department of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator Dale Kirmer 

encourages any non-profit group that does not discriminate upon the basis of race, 

religion or sex to adopt a section of roadway. 

 “Picking up trash isn’t an easy job, but it’s imperative to help our environment and 

raise awareness of the negative effects of pollution,” Kirmer said. “It also helps our 

KDOT field crews and allows them to focus on maintenance efforts.” 

For more information on the Adopt-A-Highway program, contact the KDOT office 

in your area (listed below). 

                                                      ### 

This information can be made available in alternative accessible formats upon request. 
For information about obtaining an alternative format, contact the KDOT Office of Public Affairs, 700 SW Harrison St.,  



2nd Fl West, Topeka, KS 66603-3754 or phone 785-296-3585 (Voice)/Hearing Impaired – 711. 
 

To adopt a section of highway, KDOT phone numbers listed below 

(Ask for the Adopt-A-Highway coordinator in the KDOT office located closest to you.) 
 

Northeast Kansas 
Topeka, (785) 296-2291 

Kansas City Area -  

    Bonner Springs, (913) 721-2960 

    Olathe, (913) 764-0987 

North Central Kansas 
Salina, (785) 823-3754 

Northwest Kansas 
Norton, (785) 877-3315 

Southeast Kansas 
Chanute, (620) 431-1000 

South Central Kansas 
Hutchinson, (620) 663-3361 

Southwest Kansas 
Garden City, (620) 276-3241 
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