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KDOT deploys first statewide drone traffic management
initiative in the nation
The Kansas Department of Transportation announced today that it is partnering with AirMap,
Inc. to deploy the first statewide Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM) initiative in the United
States.
Through the AirMap UTM technology, Kansas will implement an airport notification and
awareness system for drones. This airspace management system will be made available to
airports across the state. Participating airports will be able to accept digital flight notices,
communicate with drone operators, and prepare for UTM milestones on the horizon, such as
automating airspace notification and authorization for commercial drone flights.
“Strong leaders set the pace, and we’re proud to see the rapid growth of Kansas UAS advance
to a national level,” stated Lieutenant Governor Jeff Colyer. “This initiative continues a proud
tradition of leadership and excellence in aviation.”
Kansas airports, state agencies, and higher education institutions across the state will receive
access to the AirMap platform. Training will be offered to support local drone operations and
provide safety-critical information.
“This partnership will support a strong foundation for air traffic safety in Kansas,” said Richard
Carlson, Secretary of Transportation. “Together, we will foster an environment that allows
unmanned systems to contribute to the state economy.”
AirMap is the world’s leading airspace management platform for drones. Millions of drones,
hundreds of drone manufacturers and developers, and hundreds of airspace managers and
stakeholders rely on AirMap’s airspace intelligence and services to fly safely and communicate
with others in low-altitude airspace.

Aviation activity accounts for more than $20.6 billion in economic impact for the state, with over
73% of the world’s general aviation fleet manufactured in Kansas and more than 700 aerospace
and aviation companies located here. More than 18 years of active UAS research – including
one of the first UAS Bachelor’s degrees in the country – add to Kansas’s industry leadership.
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