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Safe/Not Sorry

Inexperience, inattentiveness among teen driving traits

Practice makes perfect.

Statistics indicate that adage certainly applies to driving. According to the Kansas Department of Transportation and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), young drivers, many of whom no longer have access to drivers education programs in schools, are involved in an inordinate share of traffic crashes, including crashes resulting in fatalities.

While young people age 15 to 20 make up just 10 percent of the total driving population in Kansas, they were involved in 27 percent of all fatal crashes or 120 fatality crashes in 2002, according to KDOT. An astounding 65 percent of teen passenger deaths occur when another teenager is driving.

The vast majority of crashes involving young drivers are a result of driver error that stems from a lack of experience, a feeling of immortality, a willingness to take unnecessary risks and immaturity.

KDOT’s Bureau of Traffic Safety offers the following safe driving reminders to teen drivers:

· Wear your safety belt at all times on all trips, even short ones.
· Obey all traffic signals. Never speed up to get through a yellow light, and don’t run red lights or stop signs even if you think the coast is clear.
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· Resist the urge to race, hill-jump and otherwise compete with other vehicles on the road. The consequences aren't worth it. 

· Don't drink or use other drugs if you intend to drive. Inexperience plus impaired judgement are a potentially lethal combination. 

· Keep your music at a volume that allows you to hear sirens or the horns of other motorists.
· Resist the temptation to engage in horse play inside a moving car.
· Don’t allow distractions like combing your hair or eating affect your focus on driving.
· Beware of driving in school parking lots and be alert to other students getting in or out of buses. It is against the law to pass a bus with its lights flashing or its stop sign extended.
· Regardless of the speed limit, slow down during inclement weather.
# # # 

For more information about the Kansas Driving: Safe. Not Sorry program contact the KDOT Bureau of Traffic Safety at (785) 296-3756 or visit us on the web at www.ksdot.org, click on the green SAFETY button.

