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Contact Information 

Accident Coding Help or 
data requests: 
785.296.0456 or  

     accidentdata@ksdot.org 
 
 “Wrecks” - 785.296.5169 or   

rex@ksdot.org  

Ordering Forms: 

 Accidents (KDOT forms): 

http://www.ksdot.org/

burtransplan/prodinfo/

lawinfo.asp or call 

785.296.7789 

 KBI forms: 785.296.8200 

 DC Forms: 785.296.3671 

 KLER Software:  

1-877-317-4597 or  

helpdesk@khp.ks.gov  

 

 KLER e-submission to 

KDOT: 785-296-4851  

     TRSAdmin@ksdot.org  

 

Addresses are listed in the 

Motor Vehicle Accident Cod-

ing Manual—Page 3 
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Please do not put any watermarks or stamps on 
the accident report forms sent to KDOT.  
  (page 2 of the coding manual)   
 

 
Each paper report must be “clean,” as it is scanned and elec-
tronically stored in the state image library.  Not only is this rec-
ord the official archived record, it is also watermarked with a 
legal statute by KDOT.  Additional watermarks and/or stamps 
unnecessarily clutter or even degrade the quality of the report.  
 

Thank you for modifying your procedures to verify that KDOT 
receives quality reports for the consumption of others. 

FEDERAL FUNDING 

Did you know your work regarding motor vehicle accident re-
porting impacts Kansas’ ability to obtain federal funding? 
 
Much like law enforcement applying for grant money to fi-
nance local needs, KDOT submits documentation to the feder-
al government identifying roadway and/or traffic safety needs.  
KDOT in turn distributes a portion of the funds to local govern-
ments for improvements. 
 
One example is the annual Strategic Highway Safety Plan.  A 
part of this report covers “performance measures.”  Depend-
ing on the data shown here, the federal government can ap-
prove or deny significant funding for Kansas.   
 

Current  Performance Measure Examples: 
A. Crash reporting by electronic submission 
B. Reports processed within 30 days of the accident date 
C. Commercial motor vehicle data completeness: accuracy 

and completion of the 852 supplemental form 
 

Please help your local communities and the state secure the 
available traffic safety funds via timely and accurate reporting.  

WATERMARKS AND STAMPS 



ACCIDENT SEVERITY DETERMINATION 

 

The quality of 
accident 

reporting is 
crucial to traffic 

safety 
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In reviewing reports from various agencies, we noticed a significant cod-
ing issue.  A number of reports are marked “PDO<$1,000” (Property 
Damage Only  less than $1,000 dollars).  However, when one reviews 
the report fully, the vehicle damage is marked beyond “minor”.  Some are 
even marked disabled or destroyed AND under $1,000 damage.  
 

Considerations: 

1. Please only mark the most severe choice among Fatal, Injury, 
PDO>$1,000 (PO), and PDO<$1,000 (PU).  We are seeing multiple 
choices marked (like PDO<$1,000 AND Injury instead of Injury only). 

2. If at least one person’s injury severity is ‘D’, ‘I’, or ‘P’, mark Injury. 

3. Keep in mind that “property damage” amount is not limited to only one 
car or only vehicles involved.  It includes all forms of property damage 
like signs, trees, trailers, barrier walls, bridges, houses, etc. 

4. The Private Property Checkbox can be marked along with any one of 
the Accident Severity markings.  However, it should not be marked for  
accidents associated with public trafficways. 

Occasionally, our federal partners request a review of how the states are captur-
ing, processing, and reporting on crash (motor vehicle accident) data.  In Au-
gust, KDOT and other traffic safety partners participated in the current Crash 
Data Improvement Program.  Our last full assessment was in 2005.   
 

Such assessments are largely about improving data and processes as well as 
accountability for financial assistance.  Overall, their feedback was positive for 
our state.  Recommendations included:  increase electronic data submission, 
integration of KLER validations with other systems, maintain a redacted report 
library of reports, geo-locate all crashes, develop a smart-map tool for KLER, 
increase data integration with other state systems, develop data quality manage-
ment process, etc. 
 

It is now our responsibility to determine which recommendations are feasible.  

CRASH DATA IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 



 

 These days, many software and hardware tools are available to 
enhance various aspects of our work responsibilities.  Sometimes these 
tools save time, money, and provide a better quality product.  And, 
sometimes they create new problems to solve. 
 
 An example of this involves aerial photos.  Using such as a 
backdrop for maps increases the information and understanding for the 
reader.  However, for accident reporting, using aerial photos as a part 
of the accident diagram creates significant problems.   
  
 Each report submitted on paper to the state must be scanned 
and loaded into the image library.  Aerial photos by nature are medium 
to dark in color and turn darker yet when they are scanned.  You might 
say, “Adjust your scan settings.”  Yes, the settings can be changed.  
But then, every page without the images would not scan well.  While 
processing thousands of reports, we do not have time to adjust the set-
tings for each color variation we receive. 
 
 Please ensure each accident report is of good quality and is free 
of images, stamps, watermarks, etc.  Thank you for your help. 

MANAGER MUSINGS — Help or Hindrance? 
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REPORTING IS  

INVESTIGATION;  

INVESTIGATION 

IS KNOWLEDGE; 

KNOWLEDGE 

INFORMS DECISIONS. 

“Wrecks”  
Rex McCommon 

 

Kansas  
Motor Vehicle  
Accident Data  

Manager 

One significant issue regarding accident data reporting is capturing accurate VINs.  We recognize 
that this can be difficult at times due to various factors.  However, it is a crucial piece of information 
needing our best effort. 
 
KEY ISSUES: 
1. Missing characters: Often the VIN recorded is one or two characters too 

short. 
     * Most vehicles from 1981 or later should have 17 characters. 
2. Invalid characters: Verify all letters and numbers are correct. 
3. Legibility: Some characters are difficult to read. 
 
We appreciate your efforts here.  Keep in mind, VIN data are used for the vehicle record, validation 
routines, and for vehicle history reporting such as Carfax, AutoCheck, and so on. 

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) 



KANSAS HIT & RUN ACCIDENTS   

Kansas Department of Transportation 
Kansas Accident Data Manager 
700 SW Harrison, 2nd Floor 
Topeka, KS  66603 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

Remember,  
Hit and Run accidents  

are reportable  
to the state  

where there is injury  
and/or  

property damage  
over $1,000. 


