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In his first official address since 
being named Interim Secretary, 
King spoke at an event in Gar-
den City Tuesday celebrating 
the inaugural flight of American 
Eagle into Garden City Re-
gional Airport.  American Eagle 
will provide twice daily flights to 
Dallas/Ft. Worth. Travelers now 
have the option to fly to Denver 
through Dodge City, or to Dallas 
from Garden City, giving south-
west Kansas its first regional air 
transportation system and 
opening the way to new eco-
nomic development in the re-
gion. Sec. King said “the new 
air connections literally connect 
southwest Kansas residents to 
the world.” 

Photo  
of the Week 

Special precautions were needed in District Four on Friday to allow a 531,000-pound, 210.5-foot 
long superload to navigate the U.S. 400 and K-47 roundabout in Fredonia. See more photos of 
the superload traveling through the roundabout here. Photo by KDOT Photographic Services. 

National News 
 
The Search for Amelia: This summer marks the 
75

th
 anniversary of the disappearance of Amelia 

Earhart during her attempt to fly around the 
world. New evidence from a re-enhanced photo 
has initiated a new search for Earhart and her 
plane. The search will take place this summer led 
by The International Group for Historic Aircraft 
Recovery (TIGHAR) using high tech underwater 
equipment. Read more about the upcoming 
search in U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray 
LaHood’s blog here. 

axles to take it through tight twists and turns. 
Getting the superload through the southern sec-
tion of the roundabout took almost two hours. 
The entire process, including preparations for the 
superload’s arrival and restoration activities fol-
lowing its departure, began around 7 a.m. Friday 
and continued until noon. U.S. 400 was closed to 
through traffic at Fredonia, with traffic detoured 
on city streets. 

Super Sized Load: Crews placed large mats of 
composite material on the east and west ap-
proaches to the single-lane roundabout at U.S. 
400 and K-47 in Wilson County enabling a 
531,000-pound superload to enter and exit the 
circular roadway with no damage to the concrete 
curbing and medians. The round abatement 
tower, which is 210.5 feet long and almost 19 
feet high, was situated on dollies with steerable  

By The Numbers: How many T-WORKS 
projects are active in our road design 
squads? Here’s a breakdown by squad/
design leaders: 
James Dietzel                      35 
Aaron Frits                            36 
Scott King                             40  
Robert Hirt                           21 
Steve King                             55 
Jonathan Marburger         15 
James Richardson             29 
Debbie Tanking                  29 
Kris Norton                           33 
Stephen Rockers               45 
    TOTAL                          338 

Happy Birthday: Congratulations to the Kansas 
Highway Patrol for celebrating 75 years of ser-
vice. While the Legislature officially organized the 
KHP in 1937, its beginning dates back to 1933 
when it “enforced collection of ports of entry and 
motor carrier fees,” according to KDOT’s Mile-
stones.  Later that year, it was turned into a crime 
busting force, according to the publication, as 
“bank robberies spread like a minor epidemic 
through Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas, and 
Kansas bankers lost tens of thousands of dollars 
in over 60 bank robberies.” Their efforts were 
successful as bank robberies dropped to six in 
1935, so the KHP was reorganized to inspect 
vehicles and enforce the new traffic laws. Thanks 
to the KHP for its dedication to the state. 

It’s my first week as your Sec-
retary, and I couldn’t be hap-
pier to be here. KDOT is a 
premier organization, and it’s 
truly an honor to be leading 
the team.  You will find that I 
really do view this as a team 
effort and value the contribu-
tions of all.  I am committed to 
doing the best job we can,  
and enjoying the work we do. 
Together, we’ll keep KDOT 
on the road to success. 

Leaders Selected: ITS Heartland recently held 
its annual meeting and selected two new leaders 
for 2012-2013. Barb Blue, ATIS/511 Program 
Manager, will serve as the ITS Heartland Presi-
dent, and Tom Hein, Wichita Metro Public Affairs 
and WICHway Traffic Management Center Man-
ager, will serve as the Kansas State Director for 
2012-2013.  
 

Federal Funding Extended: On Thursday, the 
Senate approved an extension of federal high-
way funding for 90 days by unanimous consent 
after the House approved the measure, 266-
158. The measure, H.R 4281, which extends the 
current funding for road and transit projects until 
June 30, was signed into law by President 
Obama Friday. Attention now turns to passing a 
long-term surface transportation bill in the 
House once lawmakers return from their Easter 
holiday. Last month the Senate passed a two-
year surface transportation bill, Moving Ahead 
for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), with 
a 74-22 vote.  

Spring is in the air and 
this picturesque shot 
from Lake Shawnee in 
Topeka displays the 
beauty of tulips in full 
bloom and trees begin-
ning to get their leaves. 
Photo by Sonya 
Scheuneman. 

Kansas Highway Patrol commanders wait to have their new vehicles inspected Monday outside 
the fleet operations center in Topeka. The 14 new cars, Ford Crown Victorias painted the tradi-
tional blue and gray with a cherry beacon mounted on the roof, were issued by the patrol in honor 
of its 75th anniversary. Photo by KDOT Photographic Services. 

Secretary King, front row, second from right, was among the 
dignitaries in Garden City on Tuesday during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the inaugural flight of American Eagle into Gar-
den City Regional Airport. Photo by Kirk Hutchinson. 

State Update: The Legislature adjourned Friday 
and will return on April 25

 
for its wrap-up session. 

There are several issues pertaining to KDOT that 
still need to be resolved. A budget conference 
committee agreement was not reached after the 
House identified a provision they were uncom-
fortable with, so the budget related items will be 
re-visited after the break.  In addition, tax reform 
is still being discussed. The safety corridor legis-
lation was agreed to by the transportation confer-
ence committee and the Senate. The conference 
committee report dealing with safety corridors will 
now go to the House for an up or down vote once 
the full Legislature returns.  
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation
http://www.youtube.com/user/kansastransportation
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kansas-Department-of-Transportation/176590659055811?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/KDOTHQ
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation/
http://fastlane.dot.gov/2012/03/amelia-earhart-search-resumes.html
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Lindsey Douglas talks with Hutchinson News Reporter 
John Green at a town hall meeting in Hutchinson. 

KDOT Update: KDOT staff joined Eco-
nomic Lifelines this week for two town hall 
meetings to update local officials, commu-
nity leaders and interested citizens on key 
transportation issues. Lindsey Douglas, 
Kyle Malcom and Sally Lunsford, along 
with Julie Lorenz of Economic Lifelines, 
traveled to Wichita and Hutchinson. 
KDOT provided information on T-WORKS 
funding, and Economic Lifelines dis-
cussed legislative issues.  Other town hall 
meetings will be held April 23 in Pittsburg 
and Overland Park. 
 

Busy Spring Construction: One big letting 
down and two more to go for KDOT as spring 
construction lettings are being enhanced with 
accelerated preservation projects. A total of 44 
projects were awarded in March and a similar 
number of projects are scheduled in April and 
May, according to Sandy Tommer, Bureau Chief 
of Construction and Maintenance. About $50 mil-
lion in preservation projects are being advanced 
to produce jobs ahead of schedule and to take 
advantage of low construction costs. The work is 
part of $4.2 billion set aside under T-WORKS 
preservation, which includes repair and recon-
struction of road and bridges. 

 

Love That Mild Winter: One of the mildest over-
all winters that Kansas has seen in a number of 
years has led to low costs for items associated 
with KDOT’s efforts in battling snow and ice. The 
average cost per year for snow and ice efforts for 
the past five years (FY 2008-2012) is $15.9 mil-
lion for labor, equipment and materials. However, 
the cost for snow and ice efforts in FY 2012 is 
$6.7 million. These funds come from a mainte-
nance budget, so money not spent on snow/ice 
removal can be used on other much-needed 
maintenance activities that have major preserva-
tion impacts on our system as well as important 
safety benefits.  

Networking: Transportation 
Secretary Mike King took the 
opportunity to personally meet 
with KDOT employees and 
transportation partners during a 
break at the Kansas Transpor-
tation Engineering Conference 
on Tuesday. During his speech, 
King said he is looking forward 
to his new job and listed the top 
10 reasons he’s excited to be 
Secretary. Reasons on the list 
included implementing  
T-WORKS and getting to work 
in the “West Wing.” Click here 
to see more conference photos. 
Photo by KDOT Photographic 
Services. 

T-WORKS 

Construction work is in high gear on a $120.4 million project to construct a four-lane K-18 free-
way between I-70 and Manhattan in Riley County. Weather permitting, the project is expected to 
be completed by late 2013. See more K-18 photos here. Photo by KDOT Photographic Services.  

K-18 Construction In High Gear: Construction 
work on all three phases of the K-18 improve-
ment project in Riley County are in high gear with 
numerous traffic changes and plenty of ongoing 
communication with the travelling public. The 
$120.4 million project includes the completion of 
an approximately 7.4-mile stretch of K-18 to a 
four-lane freeway from just north of I-70 to just 
west of Manhattan. 
Phase 1 covers a two-mile stretch of K-18, which 
began construction in summer 2010, and is 
scheduled for completion in late 2012.  Progress  

on this phase includes the completion of the K-
114/K-18 interchange and numerous drainage 
improvements.  Remaining work to be completed 
is a section of K-114 from the new interchange to 
the city of Ogden. 
Phases 2-3, which covers 5.4-miles of K-18, 
started construction in July 2011 with project 
completion scheduled for late 2013.  Work on 
these phases includes the construction of three 
new interchanges at 56th Avenue, Scenic Drive 
and Miller Parkway/Davis Drive, along with more 
drainage improvements. 

 

 
 
 

Meet Mike 
 
The KDOT Employee’s Council invites you to 
a welcome reception for new Secretary of 
Transportation Mike King on Friday from 10-
11 a.m. in the fourth floor tower conference 
room. Employees are encouraged to attend 
and welcome our new Secretary to KDOT. 
Cookies and punch will be provided. 

Run, Run As Fast As You Can: Abilene will 
celebrate the 10th running of the Eisenhower 
Marathon on Saturday. KDOT’s Abilene Subarea 
office will provide a temporary detour for highway 
traffic around the segment of K-15 used by run-
ners from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. that day. The signed 
detour uses 1

st
 Street, Jeep Road and 14

th
 Ave-

nue. The race, hosted by the Viola Family, has 
grown into an international event and is used by 
many as a qualifying race for the Boston Mara-
thon. More than 5,000 runners will line up for the 
26.2-mile marathon, the 13.1-mile half marathon, 
a 10K or a 5K race. All races are run along K-15 
from the Eisenhower Center south to 1400 Road 
and back.  

Retiree 
Verne R. Walrafen, 71, Ozawkie, died April 5 

Focusing On Work 
Zone Safety: Get 
ready for lots of or-
ange across Kansas 
during National Work 
Zone Awareness 
Week, which is April 
23-27! Work zone 
safety is a top priority 
at KDOT. Details on activities during Work Zone 
Awareness Week will be in the next edition.     

KDOT’s Neil Croxton likes to take his camera 
with him during his travels as a KDOT Regional 
Geologist and what he’s been able to capture 
displays the beauty of Kansas. Right, a  unique 
windmill enhances the landscape in Prairie Dog 
State Park west of Norton at dusk, while below is 
a picture of the Smoky Hill chalk in southwest 
Gove County. Send us your favorite local attrac-
tion pictures to translines@ksdot.org 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation/sets/72157629428622920/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation/
mailto:translines@ksdot.org
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Meet and Greet 
KDOT’s new Secretary of Transportation 
Mike King met with agency employees on 
Friday during a welcome reception in the  
Eisenhower State Office Building. You can 
view photos from the reception here. 

Tower Takes Tumble: On April 5, a semi trailer 
loaded with a wind turbine tower component un-
expectedly rolled over into the ditch on U.S. 56 a 
half-mile east of the Kansas Turnpike in Lyon 
County. The driver had pulled slightly onto the 
shoulder of the two-lane highway to make room 
for oncoming school buses, when the trailer sud-
denly tipped causing it to then roll onto its side. 
The trailer and wind turbine tower section’s com-
bined weight was 240,000 pounds. The driver 
received only minor injuries and the roadway was 
closed for a brief time that day as crews were 
only able to remove the semi truck cab. Due to its 
extreme size and weight, two specialized cranes 
were brought in from Oklahoma. It took two days 
to set up the cranes, remove the wind turbine 
and finish related clean-up on April 12 and 13.   

Go Orange! Wear orange with pride next week, 
and especially on Go Orange Day, which is April 
24, as KDOT and other transportation partners 
participate in National Work Zone Awareness 
Week. The goal of this campaign is to raise 
awareness of the hazards and dangers highway 
workers face every day. We also want to show 
our appreciation to all highway workers for their 
efforts. The Go Orange link on KDOT’s main 
website, www.ksdot.org, will have lots of great 
information, photos, videos, safety blogs and 
more starting this Friday, April 20, with new infor-
mation added every day next week. Forward the 
link to friends, family and co-workers so everyone 
can learn more about how important safety in 
work zones is all year long. 

A tranquil pond setting with a five-foot waterfall is provided for residents at the McCrite Plaza 
Retirement Community in Topeka.  Residents can fish in the pond and enjoy the view of a marsh 
area with wetland plants. Photo By Duane Zimmerman, Bureau of Design.  Send us a photo of 
your favorite local attraction — nature, museums, restaurants, arts, etc. to translines@ksdot.org 

KDOT’s Aviation team includes Director Ed 
Young, center; Deputy Director George Lalib-
erte, left; and Program Manager Jesse Romo. 

Two specialized cranes from Oklahoma were used to remove a wind turbine tower that rolled into 
the ditch along with a semi trailer that was carrying it on U.S. 56 in Lyon County. The combined 
weight of the trailer and wind turbine was approximately 240,000 pounds. See more photos from 
the removal here. Photo by KDOT Photographic Services. 

Flying High: Congratulations to Ed Young and the 
Aviation Division for receiving what is considered 
an ―Academy Award of the engineering indus-
try.‖  The Kansas Airspace Awareness Tool was 
selected to receive an Honor Award in the Ameri-
can Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) 
2012 Engineering Excellence Awards competition. 
The Honor Award is a prestigious distinction for 
outstanding engineering accomplishment.  Ed ac-
cepted the award at a gala awards program and 
dinner last night at the Grand Hyatt in Washington, 
D.C., along with KDOT’s partner on the project, 
Burns and McDonnell. The project was made pos-
sible by a grant from the FAA.  Read more about 
the award and Kansas aviation here. 

KDOT Now On Pinterest: KDOT is sharing in-
formation about the agency in another way now – 
on Pinterest. According to Wikipedia, Pinterest is 
―a pinboard-style social photo sharing website 
that allows users to create and manage theme-
based image collections such as events, inter-
ests, hobbies and more.‖ People using Pinterest 
―pin‖ things they find interesting. KDOT’s boards 
are just beginning as the agency started its page 
last month.  It can be viewed at http://
pinterest.com/kdothq/. 

High Tech Coasters: Hundreds of bars and res-
taurants in Michigan will be serving drinks on 
―technically advanced‖ coasters that will help mo-
torists easily find a safe, sober ride home. The 
coasters will feature a QR code — or quick re-
sponse code — that when scanned with a smart-
phone app will display a list of local cab compa-
nies and their phone numbers. It’s all part of a 
spring drunk driving enforcement campaign de-
signed by the Office of Highway Safety Planning, 
They say the QR code is meant to appeal to tech-
savvy young adults who are more likely to own 
smartphones than adults as a whole. With the 
help of the Michigan Licensed Beverage Associa-
tion, the coasters have been distributed to more 
than 500 members in locations where cab service 
is readily available. 

Social Media National News 

Robyn Robertson, President and CEO of the 
Traffic Injury Research Foundation, provided 
the keynote address during the annual Trans-
portation Safety Conference Tuesday in 
Topeka.  The two-day conference focused on 
roadway safety, injury control, law enforce-
ment and youth. Approximately 500 people 
attended the 18

th
 annual conference. Photo by 

KDOT Photographic Services. 

Coming Down: As part of the K-61 four-lane Sys-
tem Enhancement Project currently under con-
struction, K-61 was closed between 17

th
 and 30

th
 

Streets in Hutchinson recently to remove the 48-
year-old pedestrian bridge over K-61. The high-
way was closed at night to reduce the impact to 
local residents who use the high commuter road-
way, which also serves the major retail and medi-
cal centers of Hutchinson. A new pedestrian 
bridge, meeting all of the current ADA design cri-
teria, will be reconstructed later this fall after the 
new K-61 four-lane roadway intersection with 30th 
Street is completed. 

The 48-year-old pedestrian bridge over K-61 
was recently removed as part of four-lane con-
struction near Hutchinson. A new bridge will 
be constructed in its place.   

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation
http://www.youtube.com/user/kansastransportation
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kansas-Department-of-Transportation/176590659055811?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/KDOTHQ
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation/sets/72157629445175566/
http://www.ksdot.org
mailto:translines@ksdot.org
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation/sets/72157629443553196/
http://www.ksdot.org/divaviation/pdf/KDOTAviationNewsletterApril2012.pdf
http://pinterest.com/kdothq/
http://pinterest.com/kdothq/
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District Three News 

KDOT IR Tour 

National Work Zone Awareness Week 

Above, a reminder of the 33 KDOT employees 
who have been killed in work zone crashes in 
Kansas. Right, the City of Lenexa “coneheads” 
sporting their safety apparel to show their sup-
port for National Work Zone Awareness Week. 

Traffic Safety 

Jim Brewer 

On the Road Again: In the world of transporta-
tion, 3R means Resurfacing, Rehabilitation and 
Restoration.  At this time of the year, 1R 
(Resurfacing) takes center stage when KDOT staff 
set off on a statewide tour to assess pavement 
condition. Leading the tour are Rick Kreider, Chief 
of the Bureau of Materials and Research; and  

Safety Champions: Congratulations to Jim 
Brewer, State Road Office Engineering Manager, 
for being honored as one of four People-Saving-
People Award winners 
at the 2012 Transporta-
tion Safety Conference. 
Brewer was recognized 
for his safety innovation 
and leadership. His ac-
complishments include 
the development and 
implementation of pass-
ing lane projects on 
major Kansas high-
ways, the use of round-
abouts on the state 
highway system, and 
design of the first 
diverging diamond  
interchange in Kansas. 
A 45-year KDOT employee, Brewer has been 
actively involved in the technical decisions for, 
and the authoring of, several sections in the 
AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of High-
ways and Streets. Also honored were Greg 
Benefiel, Douglas County Assistant District Attor-
ney; Sgt. Don O’Dell, Topeka Police Department; 
and Alison Shutt, Eudora. 

Dangers in Work Zones: “You could feel the 
impact of the car hitting the barrier wall. They hit 
the wall within five feet of where we had been.” 
That was part of the story told by Oskaloosa Su-
pervisor Vincent Grier at the National Work Zone 
Awareness Week event Tuesday in Topeka. 
Grier was recounting the time a motorist drove 
through a work zone on I-70 in Topeka, nearly 
hitting him and a co-worker. “I heard screeching, 
and there was a car coming right at us in our 
cone-off lane,” Grier said. “The only place to go 
was either out into traffic or jump over the wall.” 
Secretary Mike King and Kansas Highway Patrol 
Superintendent Ernest Garcia also spoke at the 
event at which the names of workers and motor-
ists killed in work zones were read.  
 
A Sea of Orange: A lot of orange could be seen 
across the state Tuesday. KDOT employees and 
transportation partners donned the safety color to 
honor highway workers and help raise aware-
ness of the need for work zone safety. KDOT’s 
Go Orange link has many photos of people from 
across the state proudly wearing orange. Make 
sure to check them out at www.ksdot.org; just 
click on the Go Orange logo. In addition to the 
photos, there are videos, safety blogs and a new 
public service announcement featuring KDOT’s 
Vincent Grier.  

KDOT Supervisor Vincent Grier spoke about 
the dangers involved in highway work during a 
National Work Zone Awareness news confer-
ence Tuesday in Topeka. Photo by KDOT  
Photographic Services. 

Sandy Tommer, Chief of the Bureau of Construc-
tion and Maintenance. Together with District offi-
cials, they will examine 1,200 miles of roads this 
spring. With preservation a top T-WORKS priority, 
the 1R tour is part of the process of balancing the 
dollars available with the needs identified in each 
district. 

Work on Interstate 
70 rolls along as 
crews with Koss 
Construction, 
Topeka, are mill-
ing the westbound 
lanes of the inter-
state in Sherman 
County as part of 
a $46 million pro-
ject. Photo by 
Kristen Brands 

KDOT has four specially-equipped vans like 
this to assess pavement conditions. 

I-70 Facelift: Two current construction projects 
have changed the I-70 traffic pattern in Sherman 
County. Koss Construction Company, Topeka, is 
working to replace the westbound lanes of I-70 
from the Colorado-Kansas state line to the 
Caruso Interchange. Traffic is in a head-to-head 
configuration along that portion of the corridor in 
the eastbound lanes, while the westbound lanes 
are being milled. The scope of the work includes 
grading, concrete paving, bridge work, lighting, 
and guardrail replacement.  

The driving lanes will receive 11.5 inches of new 
concrete and the shoulders eight inches. Esti-
mated completion date for the $46 million project 
is October 2013. 
Another I-70 project is up and running in 
Sherman County, with APAC, Kansas Inc. of 
Hays as the prime contractor.  This work spans 
the interstate from Edson east eight miles to the 
Sherman-Thomas County line. The entire $7 mil-
lion project will be milled, inlayed, and overlaid 
with a completion date of July.   

10 and 2. Not anymore! For decades, the stan-
dard instruction was that drivers should hold the 
steering wheel at the 10 and 2 positions, as envi-
sioned on a clock. This, it turns out, is no longer 
the case. In fact, driving that way could cost you 
your arms or hands in particularly gruesome 
ways if your airbag deploys. The National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, AAA and many 
driving instructors now say you should grip the 
wheel at 9 and 3 o'clock. Changes in airbag mod-
ules designed the airbag to deploy upward to 
protect your head and chest, which means the 
higher up the wheel your hands are, the more 
likely they are to be directly over the plastic cover 
when it opens, causing injuries such as amputa-
tion of fingers and traumatic fractures. Rep. Bob Grant of Frontenac (in hat) supports 

good highways as a way for his region to 
grow economically.  Rep. Grant was among 
those attending a town hall meeting in Pitts-
burg Monday. Four town hall meetings were 
organized by Economic Lifelines during the 
legislative break to discuss the importance of 
implementing T-WORKS in its entirety. 

Connect to KDOT’s social networks: 

Secretary King 
(center) helped cut 
the ribbon last 
weekend on a se-
ries of eight trail 
signs in North 
Newton. Termed 
“pause point” 
signs, each dis-
plays historical 
information about 
the trail and the 
region.  The project 
was paid for with 
federal Transporta-
tion Enhancement 
funds and a local 
contribution. 

National News 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/kansastransportation
http://www.youtube.com/user/kansastransportation
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kansas-Department-of-Transportation/176590659055811?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/KDOTHQ
http://www.ksdot.org
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