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Deer/Vehicle
Crashes

Be on the Lookout: Deer breeding season peaks in mid-November, and this marks the period when deer-
vehicle collisions are highest. That’s why the KDOT, the Kansas Highway Patrol and the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism work together to raise awareness and help drivers avoid collisions with deer.

Safety tips - 
•Be especially watchful at dawn and dusk when deer are particularly active;
•Watch for more than one deer. They seldom travel alone, so if one crosses the road, others may follow;
•Reduce speed and be alert near wooded areas or green spaces such as parks or golf courses and near 
water sources such as streams or ponds;

•Don’t swerve to avoid hitting a deer – the most serious accidents occur when motorists swerve and col-
lide with another vehicle or run off the road and hit an obstacle;

•Heed deer crossing signs, slow down whenever the reflective eyes of deer are spotted; and
•Most importantly, always wear a seat belt.

Fast Facts: Between 
2002 and 2011, there were 
93,400 reported deer/ve-
hicle crashes, 28 human 
fatalities and 3,175 people 
injured.  
During this time, the pri-
mary deer accident peak, 
also known as D-Day (Deer 
Day), was on Nov. 13 with 
an average of 891 crashes, 
while the secondary aver-
age peak occurred on May 
26 at 389 crashes. On the 
other hand, deer crashes 
were at their lowest on Aug. 
22 with an average that day 
of 121. 

Award
Working Together: The Kansas 
Chapter of the American Plan-
ning Association has recognized 
the U.S. 54 Corridor Study with 
the Pioneer Award. This award 
honors creative and innovative 
planning efforts that address 
community needs and solve 
public problems.  This study was 
a collaborative effort between 
KDOT, City of Andover and the 
Wichita Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization along with 
Sedgwick and Butler counties.

Pictured (left to right): Mike Moriarty, KDOT; Kristen Zimmerman, WAMPO; 
Sara Copeland, APA-KS; Les Mangus, Andover Public Works Director; Car-
oline Hale, Andover City Council; and Sasha Stiles, Andover City Manager. 



Trivia!

Update: In the last T-Express edition, the 
trivia said the largest blue catfish caught 
on record was 94 pounds in 2000. But 
trivia buff and KDOT retiree Norman Stahl 
let us know the record had been broken in 
August as a 102.8-pound blue catfish was 
caught on the Kansas side of the Missouri 
River by Rob Stanley of Olathe. Accord-
ing to the Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism (KDWPT), he had 
a 40-minute battle that required pulling 
anchor to follow the fish downstream and 
prevent it from taking all the 80-pound-
test line from the reel. The fish was 56.75 
inches long and had a girth of 39 inches. 
After KDWPT weighed it, Stanley released 
the fish back to the Missouri River.

A new state record blue catfish - this big 
fish weighs a whopping 102.8 pounds. 
Photo courtesy of Rob Stanley.

1. What famous Kansan had the slogan 
– “If you don’t want the laws enforced, 
then don’t vote for me.”
A. Charles Curtis
B. Wyatt Earp
C. Carry Nation
D. Robert Docking

2. Black Sunday was otherwise known 
in Kansas history as this.

3. Kansan Lumen Martin Winter was 
commissioned to design a mural and 
the official medallion for this historic 
event in 1969.

Answers below

Jeff Shewmaker (second from left) with Brifen USA, the com-
pany that manufactured the cable median barrier system, in-
structs KDOT Equipment Operator Specialist Randy Schim-
mel (center) and other KDOT employees on how to adjust 
the cables and replace the post so that they can maintain the 
cable median barrier system. Installation of the cable median 
barrier along K-10 near Eudora in Douglas County is nearing 
completion. The section in Johnson County is nearing com-
pletion as well. 

Making Progress: A pavement reconstruction project is con-
tinuing on a 5.3-mile section of U.S. 24 from west of the Muddy 
Creek Bridge in Grantville to east of K-237 in Jefferson County. 
Pavement on the existing U.S. 24 is deteriorating and mainte-
nance crews have been kept busy keeping the existing roadway 
pavement in driving condition. Project work includes nine inches 
of new concrete pavement on two 12-foot lanes with three-foot 
paved shoulders in each direction. The existing roadway is nar-
rower with rock shoulders on either side. Currently, 5.25 miles of 
the new eastbound lanes on U.S. 24 are completed. Crews plan 
to have the new eastbound lanes open to traffic later this month. 
Work on the westbound lanes will begin next spring. Ideker, Inc., 
is the prime contractor on the $8.2 million project. The project is 
scheduled to be completed in July 2013.

U.S. 24

Pavement work is progressing on U.S. 24.



Example of Excellence

Hurricane Sandy

Teamwork: This sum-
mer, all state DOTs with 
federal projects that had 
unexpended balances 
of more than $50,000 
and no expenditures in 
the last year were given 
one month’s notice by 
the Federal Highway 
Administration to get 
that number down to two 
projects. KDOT had 32 
projects with those crite-
ria, said Chief of Fiscal 
Services Rhonda Seitz. 
Several people worked 
together on this effort to 
knock that number down 
to two, and the group 
achieved its goal by the 
Aug. 17 deadline. The 
Inactive Federal Project Review team was selected as an Example of Excellence for their work for the third quarter 
and was honored at a ceremony in Topeka by Secretary Mike King on Nov. 1. Team members include: Pam Anderson, 
Gary Farlow, Ami Fulghum, Shawn Hennes, Brian Gower and Ed Thornton.

Deputy Secretary Jerry Younger, left, and Secretary Mike King, right, pose with mem-
bers of the Inactive Federal Project Review team at the Nov. 1 ceremony.

A crew from Dustrol, Inc., grinds in center line rumble strips on U.S. 50/56 
near Spearville in Ford County. The center line rumble strips were added as 
part of a resurfacing project.

Records Broken: According 
to a CNN report, the hurricane-
turned-cyclone broke several 
records on Oct. 29:
sSandy’s strength and angle of 

approach combined to pro-
duce a record storm surge of 
water into New York City. The 
surge level at Battery Park 
topped 13.88 feet at 9:24 
p.m., surpassing the 10.02 
feet record water level set by 
Hurricane Donna in 1960.
sNew York Harbor’s surf also 

reached a record level when 
a buoy measured a 32.5-
foot wave. That wave was 
6.5 feet taller than a 25-foot 
wave churned up by Hurri-
cane Irene in 2011.
sWhen hurricane hunter 

aircraft measured its central 
pressure at 940 millibars that 
afternoon - 27.76 inches - it 
was the lowest barometric 
reading ever recorded for 
an Atlantic storm to make 
landfall north of Cape Hat-
teras, N.C. 



KDOT Maintenance Efforts

National News

Ready for Winter: Three million gallons 
of salt brine, 85,000 tons of salt and a 
team of dedicated KDOT employees are 
just a part of what it takes to keep Kansas 
highways open for travel during an aver-
age winter season. KDOT maintenance 
crews’ experience and knowledge are 
important for the safety of the traveling 
public and to keep commerce moving with 
more than 9,500 miles of Kansas high-
ways that include more than 25,000 lane 
miles. Every storm is unique and can have 
combinations of rain, sleet, snow, ice and 
wind – they require a coordinated effort 
in parts or all of the state. The publication 
“Managing Snow and Ice” outlines these 
activities, the necessary teamwork, the 
various tools used and other vital mainte-
nance duties throughout the year. Check 
it out on KDOT’s website, www.ksdot.org 
- the link looks like the cover above and is 
on the main page.

Managing Snow and Ice
Kansas Department of Transportation

Department of Transportation

A guide to KDOT’s winter maintenance operations

Stay Off the Sidewalk: According to an Associated Press news story in the Kansas City Star, a 
woman caught on camera driving on a sidewalk to avoid a Cleveland school bus that was unload-
ing children will have to stand at an intersection wearing a sign warning about idiots. Court records 
show a Cleveland Municipal Court judge on Monday ordered 32-year-old Shena Hardin to stand at 
an intersection for two days next week. She will have to wear a sign saying: “Only an idiot drives on 
the sidewalk to avoid a school bus.” The judge ordered her to wear the sign from 7:45 a.m. to 8:45 
a.m. both days. Hardin’s license was suspended for 30 days and she was ordered to pay $250 in 
court costs.

A picturesque view of the Clay County Courthouse in Clay Center, 
which was built in 1900-01. It is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Photo by Neil Croxton.



Meteorologist Jeff Hutton of the National Weather Service office in Dodge City talks to 
a group of District Six Equipment Operators and Supervisors about what the upcoming 
winter may hold during a winter training session at Dodge City. 

In Memory

Condolences to friends 
and family of KDOT retiree 
George A. Trout, who died 
Nov. 1. He worked at the 
Pittsburg Subarea office.

TRIVIA ANSWERS - 
1. A. Charles Curtis
2. The Dust Bowl – 
on Sunday, April 14, 
1935.
3. The Apollo 13 
mission

Are We Ready for 
Winter? That’s the 
question that Mark 
Davis, Dodge City 
Area Superinten-
dent, wanted to 
address recently 
at a training ses-
sion held in Dodge 
City for equip-
ment operators 
and supervisors, 
along with area and 
district staff. Equip-
ment operators, 
many of whom have 
never plowed snow, 
spent time get-
ting acquainted or 
re-acquainted with 
the tools of the trade (pictured above). During a morning 
session, Jeff Hutton, a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service in Dodge City, talked about trends in 

Railroad Improvement Project: The South Kansas & Oklahoma (SKOL) Railroad 
yard was relocated from downtown Cherryvale to a few miles north along U.S. 169. 
The shop and SKOL track and bridge improvements in southeast Kansas and north-
east Oklahoma are funded by a $10.2 million federal Transportation Investments 
Generating Economic Recovery II (TIGER II) grant. The federal grant was awarded 
to KDOT in 2010 to help fund the Great Plains Freight Rail Service Improvement 
Project. Once completed, the shop will provide inspections, maintenance services, 
and light and heavy repairs to a fleet of more than 40 road and switching locomo-
tives. 
KDOT and SKOL are each providing $1.7 million toward the SKOL shop and cor-
ridor improvements, with 80 percent of the project costs funded by TIGER II. Cross-
land Construction Company of Columbus is the contractor on the approximately $4 
million shop/rail yard project.

Maintenance

weather patterns and the coming winter season. The 
upshot of his comments: this winter might be colder; it 
might be warmer; it might be wetter; it might be drier. 

Southeast Kansas

Work continues on construction of a new mechanical shop at the South Kansas 
& Oklahoma Railroad yard north of Cherryvale. 

Have an idea for 
a news brief or 

picture that could 
be featured in an 
upcoming edition 

of Translines 
Express? Please 

e-mail your 
suggestions to

translines@ksdot.org
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Penokee Bridge Opens Early: A bridge replacement project 
the began in February in Penokee opened to normal traffic 
Nov. 13, seven months ahead of schedule. The bridge is over 
the South Fork of the Solomon River on K-84, a half-mile north 
of Penokee. “The contract specifies that the bridge didn’t have 
to open until June 2013,” said District Construction Engineer 
Travis Scott.  “Due to good weather days and great collabora-
tion between the contractors and our field staff, this bridge proj-
ect has made excellent progress.”   Wrap-up work will continue 
this winter and next spring. Contractors also demolished the 
old bridge, which was built in 1957. L & M Contractors of Great 
Bend is the contractor on the $1.9 million project.

K-84

The new bridge on K-84 
over the South Fork of 
the Solomon River, seen 
at left, was opened to 
traffic seven months 
ahead of schedule. It re-
places a nearly 60-year-
old bridge, above, which 
was removed.

Hitting the Road

Holiday Travel Fore-
cast: According to AAA, 
a projected 43.6 million 
Americans will jour-
ney 50 miles or more 
from home during the 
Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend, an increase 
of 0.7 percent over the 
43.3 million people 
who traveled last year. 
About 90 percent of the 
travelers, or 39.1 million 
people, are expected to 
travel by automobile.
This marks the fourth 
consecutive year of increasing holiday travelers since 2008 when Thanksgiv-
ing travel fell by 25 percent. The Thanksgiving holiday travel period is defined 
as Wednesday, Nov. 21 to Sunday, Nov. 25.

Traveler information: KDOT issued 
its annual, pre-holiday travel news 
release last week, encouraging Kan-
sans and 
others to 
take advan-
tage of the 
agency’s 
many 
traveler 
information services before head-
ing out for holiday trips. Among the 
services promoted in the release 
were KanDrive, camera images and 
motion camera links, 511 phone 
and mobile app services and more. 
Additional content and features will 
be added to the 511 system in the 
coming weeks.

R



Trivia!

1. Who was the first 
U.S. Congressman to 
represent Kansas?

2. What year did Kansas 
adopt prohibition as 
part of the state’s 
constitution?
A. 1881
B. 1891
C. 1901
D. 1911

3. Mark Delahay was 
appointed Surveyor 
General of Kansas 
in 1861 by his wife’s 
cousin’s husband – 
name him.

Answers are below

Thanksgiving Fun Fact: 
The date of Thanksgiving 
was once changed to try to 
boost the economy. Accord-
ing to the website, today-
ifoundout.com, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt decid-
ed to change the traditional 
date of Thanksgiving from the 
last Thursday in November to 
the second to last Thursday 
in November in 1939, 1940 
and 1941 in order to extend 
the Christmas shopping sea-
son by a week. Unfortunately, 
only about half of the states 
went along with him; most of the rest, except Texas, stuck with the tradition of the 
last Thursday in November. Texas, on the other hand, decided to take both as a 
holiday. This mess ultimately required Congress to step in and officially set the date 
in October 1941 to go into effect in 1942. The date they set was a compromise as 
the fourth Thursday was sometimes the last and sometimes the second to last. 

Kaboom!

The old Big Blue River 
bridge in Marshall County 
was imploded on Nov. 7, 
two weeks after the new 
bridge was opened to 
traffic. Watch the video at 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=z13j-Gq1DsY

TRIVIA ANSWERS - 
1. Martin Franklin Conway, elected in 1859, but 
didn’t start his term until 1861.
2. A. 1881 – Kansas was the first state to do this.
3. Abraham Lincoln

Have an idea for a news brief or picture that 
could be featured in an upcoming edition 
of Translines Express? Please e-mail your 

suggestions to translines@ksdot.org



KDOT Highway Projects Fiscal Years 2013-2014

Heavy Preservation

Light Preservation

Practical Improvements

Modernization Projects

Expansion Projects

Work Type # Highway
Projects

# Bridges/
Interchanges

Miles of
Work

Construction
Cost Estimate

             TOTAL          225   209           1,614     $1.1 Billion

      19          76          149    $259 Million

     162          77         1,381    $183 Million

       3            -   36     $15 Million

      28                  -   12     $34 Million

      13                    56   36    $633 Million

Projects scheduled: The scheduling of 
430 projects for the 2013-14 fiscal years 
drew a considerable amount of attention 
from Kansas media last week. The two-
year schedule of projects, which will cost 
an estimated $1.1 billion, was formally 
announced at a Nov. 14 event at U.S. 
24 and Menoken Road in Topeka. That 
location is the site of an expansion project 
that will be let this spring.  “They (projects) 
do allow us to invest in equipment and 
especially in people,” said event speaker 
David Howard, president of Koss Con-
struction.  “These continued investments 
also allow an awful lot of families across 
the state of Kansas to achieve their goal, 
which is regular and stable operations of 
their families.”

Open to Traffic: The 
viaduct on U.S. 24 in 
Clay Center is open 
for business. The 
newly-completed bridge 
opened Nov. 15 and 
provides wider lanes 
than the former struc-
ture and is closer to the 
height of the adjoining 
highway offering bet-
ter visibility for drivers. 
The project, including 
improvements to lo-
cal streets and the Court Street bridge, has been under 
construction since September 2011. While the roadway 

Upcoming Projects

The chart 
summarizes 
the highway 

improvement 
projects 

scheduled 
for the next 

two years 
by category, 

length and 
cost.

Secretary Mike King speaks at the projects annoucement news 
conference along with Deputy Secretary Jerry Younger and Koss 
Construction Company President David Howard. 

U.S. 24

Motorists travel on the new U.S. 24 viaduct in Clay Center.

is now open, final completion of work associated with this 
project should be done next April.



Traffic Safety

Reducing Fatalities: Every year, about 400 people 
die in motor vehicle crashes in Kansas, and more 
than 30,000 people die nationwide. To bring more 
attention to these senseless tragedies, and hope-
fully change driver behavior, representatives from 
the Kansas Highway Patrol, AAA, the Kansas Traffic 
Safety Resource Office and KDOT have developed 

OCTOBER YR-TO-DATE
39 352

(Pop. of Delphos, KS)

In October...

4 of the October fatalities were teens who 
were not buckled up.

Many of the fatalities in October were 
alcohol or speed related

5 of the October fatalities were pedestrians

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY MEMORIES
DESIGNATE A DRIVER

BUCKLE UP - EVERY TRIP - EVERY TIME

an awareness campaign comparing the year-to-date 
number of deaths to wiping a small Kansas town off 
the map. Unfortunately, the town gets bigger each 
month.  The solution is simple; ditch the distractions, 
designate a sober driver, drive defensively and buckle 
up every trip, every time. To learn more, go to: www.
ktsro.org.

Crews complete one of the final concrete pours on the new Amelia Earhart Memorial Bridge at Atchison. Final 
work is taking place in preparation of the bridge’s opening celebration that is scheduled for Dec. 4. 

Amelia Earhart Bridge



U.S. 83

Maintenance Effort: A maintenance project 
to repair a section of concrete pavement 
on U.S. 83 near West Hall Street in Oberlin 
started last week. “We have been making 
temporary repairs at this location the last 
few years,” said KDOT Area Engineer Eric 
Oelschlager.  “Removing the temporary as-
phalt and replacing the deteriorated pave-
ment with new concrete will smooth out 
this section of roadway.” After the concrete 
pavement is removed, crews will inspect 
and make necessary repairs to a drainage 
structure under this section of pavement.  
A width restriction of 15 feet and a height 
restriction of 16 feet will be in place, with 
the work completed by Dec. 4, weather 
permitting.

District Three Paint Crew Supervisor Jimmy Antrim, Equipment 
Operator Cole Peterson and Equipment Operator Senior Mike 
Terrell place tie bars into the concrete on U.S. 83 in Oberlin.
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