
My name is Deb
 Mader; I am a wife,

mother and registered nurse
from Garden City, Kansas.
On January 31, 2004, my
fifteen-year-old daughter
Kensi and I were returning
from Hays.  We were just a
couple miles east of
Hanston, Kansas, driving
my 2000 GMC Yukon;
when I hit some “black ice”
as I was attempting to pass
another car on Highway
K156.  Being a nurse, I have
always taught the
importance of wearing
seatbelts and my family has
worn them for years.
Knowing I am a good driver,
on this day the unexpected

happened to me and I was unable to
keep my vehicle on the road.  Due to
the weather conditions, we went down
into the ditch and my SUV rolled once.

The emotional feelings of having an
accident are so overwhelming and will
take a long time to get over.  The
memories of this terrifying day will be
with us forever.  Hitting the ice, sliding
off the road and into the ditch; losing
my sense of direction, hearing my
daughter scream my name and not
knowing if we would survive; all of
these things continue to scare me.  One
reason we are here today is because we
were both wearing our seatbelts.
Many items were thrown from the
vehicle as we rolled, and had we not
been wearing our seatbelts; one or both
of us may have been thrown from the
car.  Kensi and I were both taken to
Hodgeman County Hospital by EMS.
We were treated and released with only
minor injuries.  My Yukon was totaled,
but we survived because seatbelts
really do save lives and I think about
that every time we buckle up.  Thank-
you for giving us the opportunity to
share our story.
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