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KDOT receives bronze, silver awards 
for clean stormwater efforts 

 
TOPEKA - The Kansas Department of Transportation has received a bronze for Innovation 
and silver for Program Management in the National Municipal Stormwater and Green 
Infrastructure Award program. The program is sponsored by the Water Environment 
Federation, and KDOT placed in two out of three possible categories. 

“The quality of stormwater runoff is important to the health of our rivers, lakes, streams and 
wetlands.  Rainwater can pick up many different pollutants when it hits the ground and has 
no treatment facility,” said Dale Kirmer KDOT Staff Engineer. “It drains into our 
waterways through pipes and ditches. The pollutants can cause turbidity (cloudy water) and 
overgrowth of algae as well as harm aquatic organisms and the ecosystem.” 

KDOT manages compliance within six areas of municipal separate storm sewer system, 
also known as MS4, on state-owned right-of-way across Kansas. To successfully achieve 
this, KDOT has developed a MS4 compliance strategy that promotes stormwater quality, 
optimizes processes and looks for new opportunities to minimize impacts to stormwater 
runoff. 

The agency’s Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) includes several elements connected to 
compliance such as: 

• Promotion of the Adopt-a-Highway program. 
• Comprehensive construction site runoff requirements for all KDOT projects.  
• Continued focused on post-construction stormwater management specific to the 

highway environment.  

In the future, KDOT will continue to identify opportunities to improve its processes for 
documentation and expand staff members on various requirements as well as how these 
requirements impact a project. The goal is not to only check a box; the goal is to improve 
the quality of stormwater runoff from the state's transportation systems. 
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### 
This information can be made available in alternative accessible formats upon request. 

For information about obtaining an alternative format, contact the KDOT Office of Public Affairs, 
700 SW Harrison St., 2nd Fl West, Topeka, KS 66603-3745 or phone 785-296-3585 (Voice)/Hearing Impaired – 711. 

 

Click below to connect to KDOT’s Social Networks: 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/DriveSafeKansas
https://twitter.com/DriveSafeKansas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/82973/
http://kansastransportation.blogspot.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kansasdepttransportation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DriveSafeKansas

