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   Where the skies are not cloudy all day! 

KDOT’s UAS Integration Pilot Program  Launches 
ADS-B and Airspace ABC’s   

Check Our Boiler Plate For New Staff Duties 
Air Tour Highlights 
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Kansas leads the nation with UAS flight  
The first beyond the line of sight Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems (UAS) flight in Kansas was flown on August 

13 north of the town of Gypsum in a joint effort by 

KDOT and more than 30 university and corporate 

partners. This was also the second flight in the 

nation to take place under the U.S. DOT’s UAS 

Integration Pilot Program (IPP). 

The first flight was scheduled to take place Aug. 

14, however, with rain and storms predicted, it 

was conducted early. Kansas State University 

Polytechnic took the lead on both flights. 

 

“We’re proud of what we’re doing in Kansas to 

create new jobs, improve flight safety and ad-
vance agriculture,” said Bob Brock, KDOT Direc-
tor of Aviation and UAS. “Our flights mark the 
beginning of a new generation of Kansas innova-
tion.” KDOT was selected in May as one of only 
ten organizations in the nation to lead the UAS 
IPP effort, an initiative aimed at shaping the fu-
ture of drones. 

The flights will test aircraft capability and reliabil-
ity for continued beyond line of sight operations 
while collecting data to expand advanced UAS 
operations nationwide. Over the next two years, 
various Kansas IPP team partners will conduct 
tests over transmission lines, farms, roads and 
other infrastructure well clear of the Kansas pub-
lic. This program will also assist the U.S. DOT and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in shaping new rules to ex-
pand safe UAS integration into the National Airspace System and create new opportunities for the state and UAS 
industry. “Kansas has been a valuable aviation partner for decades and the launch of the IPP is another opportunity 
for us to work with all of the professionals here in Kansas as we take the next steps that will pav the way toward full 
integration of unmanned aircraft into the national airspace,” said Dennis King, FAA Program Manager for Kansas’ 
UAS IPP. 

http://www.ksdot.org/divaviation/default.asp


Reporting Points: 
ADS-B Gets Closer 

First Net and Your Airport 
Fuel Sales Tax 
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Bob Brock, Director of Aviation/UAS Director   
Lindsey Dreiling, Deputy Director of Aviation & UAS; Halee Lindstrom, Special Assistant to the Director; 

Dennis O’Connor, Manager Federal & State Affairs; Greg Chenoweth, State Aviation Planner  
Trever Linn, Chief, UAS Policy Cameron Carollo, Aviation Intern 

KDOT Aviation:  700 SW Harrison St. 9th Floor/Topeka, KS 66603 KDOT.KDOTAviation@ks.gov 785-296-2553 

As the ADS-B mandate gets closer, pilots have been asking about airspace require-
ments. For pilots at your airport, and after checking with FAA, it’s easy like ABC... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Airspace Altitude 

A All 

B Generally, from surface to 10,000ft mean sea level (MSL) in-
cluding the airspace from portions of Class Bravo that extend 
beyond the Mode C veil up to 10,000 feet MSL (i.e.– MCI, 
STL) 

C Generally, from surface up to 4,000ft MSL including the air-
space above the lateral boundary up to 10,000ft MSL 

E Over the Gulf of Mexico at and above 3,000 feet MSL within 
12 nm of the coastline of the United States 

Mode C 
Veil 

Airspace within 30 nautical miles (Mode C veil) at all Class B 
locations from the surface up to 10,000 feet MSL  

The Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR) has re-
ported that only seven airports submitted reports in 
the first half of 2018 on their collections of sales tax 
from aviation fuel sales. KDOR’s Amy Kramer says,” I 
can see where some of the smaller cities would be fil-
ing quarterly or annually, but this list is noticeably 
missing essentially all of the larger cities in the state.” 
And some smaller towns may now fall under reporting 
thresholds that KDOR changed recently. But, if obligat-
ed under FAA grants, the revenues from aviation fuel 
sales must be used for the airports, and not elsewhere 
in a sponsoring municipality.  
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You must be equipped with ADS-B 

FirstNet  

“You might find the FirstNet pro-
gram like I did,” says KDOT Avia-
tion Federal/State Affairs Manag-
er Dennis O’Connor, “by looking 
at an antenna near an airport.” 
FirstNet is a new public safety 
network enacted by 2012 federal 
legislation that is now overseen 
by the Department of Homeland 
Security, and executed by AT&T. 

The FAA has restarted the ADS-B Rebate Program 

The program will end promptly on 10/11/2019 

mailto:KDOT.KDOTAviation@ks.gov
https://www.firstnet.gov/
https://www.faa.gov/nextgen/equipadsb/rebate/
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Aviating for Kansas 
 

2018 4-States Conference and Other Good Stuff for Kansas Aviation  

 
 

Updates to KDOT Aviation website…. 

“Two versions of the KAIP application form just makes it easier for every-
one,” says KAIP Manager Greg Chenoweth. A “fillable” pdf file now re-
sides on the KDOT Aviation website—fill in the entries, and  print—with a 
“traditional”  pdf file that can be printed and used for handwritten en-
tries.  Look under “Kansas Airport Improvement Program.” 

 

Click here for the  ACRP Airport Manager’s Guide  

 

 

 

 

And click here for a new link to the Kansas Pilots Association  

       

 

 

 

 

Find KDOT Aviation on Facebook and Twitter, too.  

Notes from this year’s 4-States Airport Conference in Kansas City, MO: 

• Asphalt reclamation can save time and money for runway pavement 
projects. 

• FAA firm 7480-1 is used to file for aeronautical studies when the airport 
footprint is to change. File 7460-1 for off-airport structures, and when 
the airport footprint change includes vertical development.  

• Personal vertical flight is on the way, according to FAA. Click here for 
one good example discussed by Deputy (Central) Regional Administrator 
John Speckin. 

http://www.ksdot.org/divaviation/
http://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/divAviation/pdf/ACRPAirportMgrGuide.pdf
http://www.kansaspilotsassn.club/
http://evtol.news/2018/09/01/opener-blackfly-debuts-at-oshkosh/
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Fly Kansas Air Tour 2018  
 

2018 Fly Kansas Air Tour: Satisfying and Safe 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This year’s Fly Kansas Air Tour with the Kansas Commission on Aerospace Education (KCAE) had the 
most aircraft over previous years—40—with no major incidents. Some 60 participants flew a shorter 
route this year that pilots enjoyed: 

 “Shorter legs made the tour more affordable”  

“The kids at Clay Center really made the day!” 

Survey findings overall were scored principally as “Very Good” to “Excellent.” And, “the credit really 
goes to all of our contributors,” notes Dennis O’Connor, Manager of Federal and State Affairs. “The 
timing was just right to find the right contacts who could make this year’s “Wings ‘n Wheels” theme 
work.” 

The Air Tour just needs to find its way back to Rooks County after cancelling for weather, and to Abi-
lene for possibly joining a commemoration next year of the 75th anniversary of D-Day. 

Enjoy the scenes below  


