
 
 

KDOT Hosts First Round of Public Open 

Houses 

 In January  2015, the Kansas Department of   

Transportation (KDOT) hosted the first set of 

public open houses to gather input regarding the 

Route 92 Centennial Bridge Study.  The open 

houses were held the evenings of January 14 at the Platte County 

Community Center and January 15 at the Riverfront Community Center in 

Leavenworth.  Approximately 140 citizens attended the open houses. 

KDOT and the study team members presented maps and general 

information to help inform attendees and answer their questions. Eighty-

eight citizens provided written comments on an open-ended comment 

form designed to gather general input. The majority of written comments 

focused on tolling, bicycle/pedestrian accommodations, and general 

preferences on the construction of a replacement bridge. 

 

Of the written comments received, about half mentioned support for 

bicycle/pedestrian accommodations to be included on a new bridge.  As a 

result, the bridge concept moving forward will include a 10-foot shared-

use path on one side of the bridge with a concrete safety barrier between 

the path and vehicular lanes.  Specifics such as a funded plan for 

connectivity to existing trails, maintenance of the shared-use path, and 

potential need for cost sharing will be determined with the cooperation of 

local government – Platte County, Leavenworth County and the City of 

Leavenworth. 

http://jansenpr.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=21816da2618b1b5bb9e1df539&id=337f96e7be&e=7092c6292e


 

 

Of those who provided written comments regarding 

tolling, about half expressed concerns and the other 

half indicated they could be in favor of tolling with 

some conditions.  Conditions cited included 

reasonable rates, compatibility with current K-TAG 

system, keeping tolling revenue local, using tolling 

as a last resort, and the suggestion to start tolling 

now.  Those who questioned the implementation of tolling to fund the 

bridge cited reasons such as cost to residents and commuters, affect on 

where retirees and military choose to live, and negative impact on small 

businesses and federal employees. 

 

Of those who made general comments about the bridge, there was 

significant support for a new four-lane structure located roughly in the 

same location.  A recurring request was to keep the bridge open to traffic 

during the construction of a new bridge. 

 

In addition to comments received at the public open houses and via 

email, the study team is meeting with area representatives of local 

governments and other stakeholder groups for input.  For additional 

information, visit the KDOT Kansas City Metro Area Projects & Studies 

page. 
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Who is on the Advisory Committee? 

The Route 92 Centennial Bridge Advisory Committee was 

established to meet periodically to share perspectives and serve 

as a sounding board for ideas.  The 15-member committee 

includes representation from local stakeholder groups in the 

area.  Groups and organizations represented on the committee 

include:  KDOT, MoDOT, Leavenworth County, Platte County, 

City of Leavenworth, Fort Leavenworth, Leavenworth 

Waterworks, Kansas Turnpike Authority, Mid-America Regional 

Council (MARC), Platte County EDC and the Leavenworth 

County EDC. 

 

Data Collection Helps to Understand 

Travel Patterns 

Travel pattern data is being collected and 

future traffic volumes are being 

forecasted for the area using the following 

methods: 

 

Origin-Destination (O-D) Survey – On April 1, KDOT led a survey 

team to gather information on travel patterns  over the Centennial 

Bridge. Crews were stationed on both Route 92 and Spur 45 and 

conducted brief roadside interviews with drivers of vehicles 

travelling westbound.  Interviewers stopped 700 vehicles en-

route and asked for information such as trip origin, trip 

destination, trip purpose and frequency. 

http://jansenpr.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=21816da2618b1b5bb9e1df539&id=5d009164aa&e=7092c6292e


 

 

AirSage Data Collection – AirSage uses real-time GPS 

technology to capture the movement of cell phones in an area 

that are connected to the wireless network. The study team will 

analyze cell phone data collected in the study area over a month-

long period.  Observing the movement of cell phones is another 

way to analyze the origin and destination of travelers. Information 

is collected anonymously and without inconvenience to the 

users. 

 

Next Steps 
KDOT and the study team, with input from the Advisory Committee, will 

continue to evaluate alternatives for a replacement bridge.  Information 

about the study process as it continues will be presented at a future 

public meeting to be held in the summer of 2015.  Stay informed by the 

visiting KDOT Kansas City Metro Area Projects & Studies page .  Your 

may also request to be added the study email list by contacting Kimberly 

Qualls at kqualls@ksdot.org. 

 

 

Click schedule image to enlarge.  
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