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KDOT celebrates 50th Anniversary of I-70 with  
sign unveiling ceremony in northwest Kansas

New signs celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
completion of I-70 will greet travelers entering Kansas 
from Colorado.

Secretary Lorenz was joined by 
Senator Rick Billinger, Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism Secretary Brad Loveless 
and Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
grandaughter, Mary Eisenhower 
to unveil the new signs. The ceremony took place Aug. 
20 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the completion 
of I-70 and unveiled new signage that wil greet 
travelers as they travel across Kansas. 

This important 424 miles of highway stretches from 
Kansas City to the Colorado border and is one of the 

most important freight corridors in our country.  

Each day around $600 billion in goods travels across 
Kansas on our interstate system.

“The open road is part of our national 
identity,” Lorenz said. “We have built 
them, and they have shaped us.”

“In the last 20-years the people of 
Kansas have invested around $1.1 

billion in I-70’s expansion, repair, and maintenance,” 
Lorenz said.  

“That is why the passage of the Eisenhower Legacy 
Transportation Program was so important, and why 
its successful implementation will be essential to the 
growth of Kansas.”

“Today is a great day. 
A day to celebrate and remember. A 

day to dedicate ourselves to the work 
that is to come.”

— Secretary Julie Lorenz

Secretary Lorenz is joined by Senator Rick Billinger, Mary Eisenhower and KDWPT Secretary Brad Loveless to unveil new 50th Anniversary signage on I-70.



  

Tech tip: Sharing documents in One Drive 
with external contacts 
When sharing a document with 
OneDrive, there will also be an 
option that says, “People in State 
of Kansas, OITS with the link can 
view.”

If you click this option, it brings up 
a menu that allows you to select 
who has access to this document. 

You can also give specific 
permissions based on what each 
person needs to do or who can 
download it. Once permissions 
are set, click apply and send the 
document. 

Now your document should 
be accessible by the requested 
individuals.

Teamwork and KDOT are two words that go well 
together, and it is not hard to find examples across 
the agency.  

This was the case earlier this month in north central 
Kansas when workers came together from several 
crews across the district to complete pavement 
repair.  

Equipment operators and supervisors from the 

District Specials Crew, Salina Subarea, Lindsborg 
Subarea and Council Grove Subarea worked together 
to begin pavement repair on the K-4 just north of 
Lindsborg. 

After preparing the roadway for a new pavement, 
the roadway received a new asphalt overlay, which 
was completed on Tuesday, Aug. 4.

Teamwork in north central Kansas gets the job done



The American Public Works Association (APWA) Kansas Chapter named the I-235 & U.S. 54 interchange Project 
of the year in the greater than $75 million category.

It was the first of four phases of reconstruction of the interchange at I-235 & U.S. 54. 

This phase eliminated many of the issues with the original cloverleaf.

Improvements included flyover ramps, the removal of two loop ramps that created weaving conflicts, plus 
additional lanes that help traffic flow. Seven new bridges were constructed, six existing bridges were widened, 
while three others were repaired. A SPUI (singlepoint urban interchange) was added at nearby West Street 
under U.S. 54. The project began in late 2015 and was constructed as part of the $105 million Red Project  and 
was completed in June 2019.

Cedar Bluff bridge opens to traffic

The new bridge at the Cedar Bluff reservoir on K-147
in Trego County is now open to traffic. The bridge 
was closed in June 2019 because of safety concerns. 

Construction on the bridge replacement project 
began in early February. The original structure was 
built in the early 1950s.

Completing the census helps Kansas receive crucial federal funds, which help our communities, our 
infrastructure and our future.

It’s quick and easy to fill out! Go to http://2020census.gov and make sure you are counted. If you have friends 
or family who have yet to complete their census, encourage them to do so as soon as possible! 

We are asking all KDOT employees to change their digital email signatures to help encourage others to 
complete their census. Thanks to all KDOT employees who have already done so. 

http://2020census.gov

